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Health Protection Amendment – Health Care Fact Sheet 
 
U.S. Health Care is the Most Inefficient and Underperforming System in the Industrialized World 

• The United States spends more on health care than any other industrialized nation, and nearly twice as much per 
person.1 

• In global comparisons by the World Health Organization, the U.S. ranks below all other major industrialized nations—
and on par with the United Arab Emirates—in female life expectancy (33rd), male life expectancy (34th) and infant 
mortality (36th).2 

 
U.S. Health Care Costs are Skyrocketing 

• In 2005, U.S. health care spending totaled $2 trillion—$6,697 per person.3 Annual costs are expected to double to $4 
trillion by 2015.4 

• Health care costs have risen from 13.8 percent of GDP in 1993 to 16 percent in 2004.5 

• Since 2000, family health premiums have risen by 87 percent, while wage growth has been virtually stagnant.6 

• 14.3 million Americans spend more than a quarter of their income on medical costs.7 

• A 2004 Harvard study found that half of all bankruptcy filings were partly the result of medical expenses.8  

 
High Numbers of Uninsured Americans Drive Up Overall Health Care Costs 

• Nearly 47 million people in America went without health insurance for the entire 2005 calendar year.9 

• More than 80 million Americans under the age of 65 went without health insurance for at least some part of the 2002 
and 2003 calendar years.10 

• The U.S. health care system spends between $40 billion and $100 billion per year providing treatment to the 
uninsured.11 

• Premiums for individual health insurance provided through employers are estimated to cost an extra $341 per year to 
compensate for the uninsured; family premiums cost an extra $922.12 

 
Americans Want Bold Solutions that Ensure Quality Health Care for All 

• Americans rank health care as one of the top two domestic concerns that they want the government to address.13 

• Fully nine in ten Americans believe that the U.S. health care system needs fundamental changes; 36 percent believe 
the system needs to be “completely rebuilt.” 14 

• 64 percent of Americans support a government guarantee of health coverage for all.15 
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